AUK THE STARS INFINITE IN NUMBER?    147 we m> fairly through the starry stratum, since it is impossible otherwise (tmpposing their light not intercepted) that the numbers of the smaller magnitudes should not go on continually inereaHing ad infinitum.    In such cases, moreover, the ground of the. heavens, an seen between the stars, is for the most part perfectly dark, which again would not be the case if innumerable nmltitiuU'H of ntarn, too minute to be individually discernible, existed beyond.**    And again he sums up as follows. " Throughout by far the larger portion of the extent of the Milky Way in both hi'inisphfri'M, the general blackness of the ground of the heavenH, on which itH stars arc projected, and the absence of that,  innumerable   multitude   and  excessive  crowding  of  the nmnllest vimblr magnitudes, and of glare produced by the ag-gregate light, of multitudes too small to affect the eye singly, which the contrary  supposition would appear to necessitate, nm«t, we think, be considered unequivocal indications that its dimension*   in   directions   where  these  conditions   obtain,   are not only  not   infinite,  but  that  the  space-penetrating power (»f our ti'leht'ojH'H Hiifliee.8 fairly to pierce through and beyond
it." l
The fXprt'MHtnn of opinion by the astronomer who, probably beyond any now living, was the most competent authority on this (UifMtion, to which ho devoted a long life of observation and ntudy ex tending over the whole heavens, cannot be lightly set a«itle by the opinion** or conjectures of those who seem to assume that we muni believe in an infinity of stars if the contrary can-
» Oflflto* of Aitrtmamy (laut edition), pp. 578-9.   In the passages quoted
the italic* are Sir John Herschel's.              exactly the same number of stars near the north pole of the
